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serve the state as army officers or civil sen-ants. The nobility was to retain its privileges but was not, as a group, to play any independent political part. The policy of the government, although never clearly formulated, tended to achieve a double object: (1) the further integration of the organs of the corporate self-government of the nobility with administrative services; and (2) the raising of the social status of the nobility and the impartment to its corporate organs of a more exclusive character. The chief measure for the advancement of these aims was the statute (polozhenie) of December 6, 1831, on the corporations of the nobility. The immediate reason for the publication of this enactment was the vagueness of many provisions of the 1785 Charter and the lack of interest on the part of noble landowners in the activities of their corporate institutions: The statute of 1831 redefined, with a greater degree of precision, the functions of the provincial and district assemblies of the nobility and the procedure for the election of various officials. The number of such officials was increased, and they were given the same status (promotion in the bureaucratic hierarchy, decorations, and so on) as the members of the civil service. At the same time the control of the provincial governor over the corporate institutions, as well as over the officials they elected, was strengthened, and both were brought under the supervision of the ministry of the interior. However, the right of- the nobility to present petitions was expanded to include all matters affecting local interests, even if those of the dvoriane were not directly involved.
The statute of 1831 raised the property qualifications entitling the noble landowners to participate in corporate activities. The right of direct vote was made conditional on the ownership of not less than one hundred male serfs or 3,000 dessiatines x of land. The 1785 Charter provision making the attainment of Rank Fourteenth in the civil service (or a corresponding rank in the army) a prerequisite for voting was retained. In the case of noblemen who had reached Rank Five in the bureaucratic hierarchy (or the rank of colonel in the army), the property qualifications were lowered, by a law of 1836, to five male serfs or 150 dessiatines of land. Other dvoriane owning not less than five male serfs or 150 dessiatines voted through representatives, being entitled collectively to one vote per each hundred serfs or 3,000 dessiatines of their aggregate holdings. Their less fortunate brethren who failed to satisfy the above property requirements were disfran-
1 One dessiatine = 2.7 acres.